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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the Chinese language uses of the sellers
and vendors at Klong Hae Floating Market, Hatyai District, Songkhla Province. The
qualitative approaches, in-depth interviews and participatory observations were used
with the sellers and vendors in Klong Hae Floating Market both on land and on boats,
total 20 persons. The Chinese language uses of the sellers and vendors remain minimal.
Normally, they use English language and Malay language for communication. They write
down the names and price of products on labels. They make conversations to tell the
products’ names, to recommend products and to tell the product prices. They also use
gestures to tell product prices. These skills and methods caused by learning from the
surrounding environment, self-learning, training programs, and the experience of the
shop operators.
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